\ doggedly determined group of volunteer:

smbers of the Canadian
ihuahua Rescue and
insport group will go to
v lengths to help a lttle

g find its new home
TONY CLARKE

bridge Herald

ike most pets, chihuahuas need
e, 100,

anadian Chihuahua Rescue and
msport (CCRT) is a national
writable organization made up of
junteers throughout Canada, who
irk together to rescue, foster and
wide necessary care for

meless, abandoned and

glected chihuahuas across

nada.

I'he goal of CCRT is to assist in
iding new homes for pets whose
mers, for various reasons, can no
ager provide care for them.
entually they match dogs with
endly adoptive homes that have
en properly screened and

iproved by regional volunteers,

10 also provide ongoing support
new OWnNers.

The idea to form an organization
cused strictly on chihuahuas, said
sthalie Houle, chair and co-
under of CCRT, came after a

milar group in the U.S., in the late
Bs, had no volunteers in the state
Vermont,

A number of chihuahuas, she

iid, needed to be rescued from a
ety bad situation during that

me, so a few Canadians decided to
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Lethbridge resident Bobbi Davis watches Chase the chihuahua at her home in \West Lethbnoge Davis i5 2 member of & volunte:
zation called Canadian Chinuahua Rescue and Transport, which hetps the small dogs find new homes

home could be at opposite ends of Nova Scotia. min, but deep down

ydown and bring the dogs to
anada.

From there, she explained, it was

it there was a need to form a
anadian group to help
sihuahuas, and in 2001, they

btained national charitable status.

“It just started to evolve

iroughout the country and here we
re today with over 160 volunteers

nd we are closing in on having

scued and re-homed nearly 400
hihuahuas and chihuahua mixed

reeds,” said Houle.
“There was really no official,

trategic plan to get it started. To be

uite honest, it really just

the country, or as close as
neighbouring towns, Whatever the
case, Houle said if a dog is a good fit
for a loving hame, they will get the
t'[llg LD 1ES NEwW OWTHEDS

“We will fly a dog to its new home
as long as it is healthy enough, and
if it's close, we will drive them
Volunteers always step up and find
a way to deliver the dog.”

Ihe work and commitment ol
volunteers is crucial to the success
of the organization. Some dogs they
have are ready for adoption while
others are in loster care.

Lethbridge resident Bobbi Davis
is currently fostering a one-year-old
chihuahua named Chase,

“I've always looked after other
people’s dogs and so 1 applied o
foster a dog and Chase was
eventually sent to me,” sald Davis

L think it is definilely inleresting
that thev send dogs all over the
country, but with that being said, 1
think it is great.”

She added she respects the CCRI
for going 1o such lengths 1o ensure
good homes for chihuahuas,

Davis said Chase is a well
behaved dog and adds she will
continue to foster the dog until he is
ready for a good home and one
becomes available

“1 finid It 50 rewarding o help get
him ready for a forever home. It's

would fit better ina ho

on-onde att
Houl
cent of t i ’ :
come from over-crowded
staffed and under-finar

and humane 50
Iere are many vil
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ifter a dog such as tiness

relocanon or pecple pas

1eTE

but added th

volun{eers rodl

the reasa

they never say no 1o taki
The CCRT ¢

chihuahuas pladed throu

appened,” she said, noting she met
pme fellow chihuahua lovers while This past August, Davis felt the
harting online and it took off from need to do something different and
here. decided to volunteer with CCRT. She
In making sure each chihuahua went through what she describes as
hey receive ends up in a good an extensive but important
jome, the CCRT will transportadog  application process. From there, she
mywhere in Canada. It’s possible a agreed to foster Chase, who was
escued dog and a potential new shipped to her all the way from

hard not 1o get attached, baut [ have organization are o
to keep telling mysell that he will
eventually go to a home where he
will get all of the attention he
deserves.”

Since she already owns a few dogs
and cats, Davis sald the thought of e-mail inlo@Eccrt.nel
adopting Chase has crossed her www.cert.net

}.;T:L'.z'-,i Or newuterad an
vaccinated

I vou are interested in ad
chihushua
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